PARADISE VALLEY COMMUNITY COLLEGE CHRONOLOGY

Jan. 1982
Beth Koehnemann, Chairman of the Greater Paradise Valley Community Council Community College Task Force. The Committee included Reb Profitt, Maureen Murphy, and Bernie Cain.  Their charge was to determine if a permanent community college facility could be developed for Northeast Phoenix. 

Nov. 1982
The Task Force does a presentation for the Maricopa Community College Governing Board calling for the creation of a community college in northeast Phoenix to serve the 180,000 residents in that area.  The Board agrees to locate a Rio Salado facility at Paradise Valley Mall with Ceil Schoolland as Dean and appoints a joint task force.

Oct. 2, 1984
The $75 million Maricopa County Community College Bond issue is passed with $19 million designated for the proposed northeast college.
Jan. 1985
John Cordova is appointed Provost.  Other original administrators are: Ken Roberts and Kay Martens, Assistant Provosts, and Sandra Notehelfer, Administrative Aid. 
March 1985
Temporary business office at 2848 E. Bell Rd, Ste. 112.  We offer testing advisement, counseling and a district wide referral center.

Apr. 23, 1985  MCCCD Governing Board approves purchase of 90 acres at $2.25 million for the site of Northeast Valley Education Center at 32nd Street and Union Hills.
July 9, 1985
Agree on a name for the college: Paradise Valley Community College.

Aug. 26, 1985
Classes begin at a temporary site: Temple Chai and Paradise Valley High School.  There were 80 classes and 356 students.  PVCC operates as an extension of Scottsdale Community College, its accredited parent institution in Scottsdale, Arizona. 

Oct.10, 1985
The first four division heads are named: Steve Platte, Science/Mathematics Division; Jim Rassi, Business Division; Gene Rister, Communications/Humanities Division; Barry Wukasch, Fitness/Social & Behavioral Sciences Division. 

Dec.5, 1985
The Groundbreaking is actually a Ground lifting ceremony at 32nd Street & Union Hills dedicating the Northeast Valley Education Center (NVEC).

Jan. 22, 1986
Registration figures as of 1/22 are up 61.10%.  Fall Semester was 85 FTSE, Spring Semester is 135.94 FSTE. 

Mar. 3, 1986
Construction begins on NVEC campus which includes the construction of 10 buildings totaling 175,340 square feet.  The buildings include: a Learning Resources Complex, four classroom buildings, Student Community Services Center, Physical Activity Center, Administration Building, Child Care Center and Physical Plant. The architect firm of Lescher & Mahoney designed our original campus buildings and Bob Watkins, the landscape designer for the firm, designed the 3 geometrical shapes that form the sculpture at the center of PVCC campus. 
Fall 1986
Enrollment as of 8/28/86 for NVEC is up 170%.  FTSE for fall ’85 were 85 with total students at 356, FTSE for fall ’86 is 229.7 with total students at 867. 

Nov.9, 1986
Northeast Valley Education Center is formally named Paradise Valley Community College Center at the MCCCD Governing Board meeting.

Feb.17, 1987
Enrollment increased 110% over spring 1986 with a total enrollment of 1146 students.

May 2, 1987
Campus Dedication Day with the 1st annual Don Ruffin Memorial Art Exhibit. 

May 1987
First graduating class.  11 students are given special plaques because PVCC must wait till they complete accreditation before they can confer degrees. PVCC students received their degrees from Scottsdale Community College.  This graduation was held in the breezeway between “A” and “KSC” buildings.
Aug. 24, 1987
PVCC Child Care Center opens for the children of students.

Fall 1987
Learning Support Center (LSC) begins their tutor training program.  Tutoring is free for many PVCC academic classes.

Sept. 1987
Classes open at the 90 acre permanent campus site, 32nd Street & Union Hills.  10 buildings totaling 175,000 sq. ft. and a 100 station computer lab comprise the new campus.  Fall 1987 4018 students are enrolled in 365 classes. This is a 369% increase in headcount and 573% increases in FTSE over last year.

Sept.16, 1987
PVCC receives a $100,000 donation to establish the Thomas O. McLaughlin Memorial Scholarship Fund to commemorate this educator and businessman who died last year.

Nov.19, 1987
PVCC seals a time capsule in the wall of the Student and Community Services Building. Commemorating the beginnings of the college it contains photos and mementos.  It is scheduled to be opened 11/19/2001. 

Sept.10, 1988
Enrollment grew 51% in FTSE to 1920.7 and 36% in head count to 5,149.

March 1988
PVCC hosts its first Wellness Week program focusing on healthy diet, exercise and stress management. 

Mar. 2, 1988
PVCC presents the 2nd annual Don Ruffin Memorial Art Exhibition.  87 Arizona artists are represented.  Don Ruffin was an AZ artist who died in 1977.  He was best known for his impressionistic oil paintings. 
May 1988
PVCC students received their degrees from Scottsdale Community College.

Mar. 20, 1989
First annual PVCC Career Day.  Major employers from government agencies and business organizations will be on campus. 


May 24-25,     First PVCC Residential Faculty Retreat at the Fountains Suite Hotel in Phoenix.

1989
May 1989
PVCC students receive their degrees from Scottsdale Community College.

June 1989
PVCC receives $800,000 capital allocation from the District Construction Development Executive Council.  The funds are from the 1984 bond election and will be used to purchase campus furniture, equipment and landscaping. 

June 1989
The Puma becomes the official PVCC mascot based on over 300 votes from students, faculty and staff.  Last year they voted the official school colors to be sand and turquoise.

Aug. 25, 1989
fall 1989 enrollment is up 20% from fall ’88 with FTSE at 2,116.8.

Sept. 9, 1989
PVCC is approved for membership in the Arizona High School/College Relations Council.

Sept. 10, 1989
PVCC enrollment, FTSE (full-time student enrollment) 1,920.7 up 50.8% from fall 1987.

Fall 1989
First chemistry course is offered.  $80,000 is needed to start the program and $200,000 is needed to equip the laboratory. 

Feb. 13, 1990
North Central Association of Colleges and Schools (NCA) recommend that PVCC receive full independent accreditation.   Prior to 1990, PVCC was accredited with its parent institution, Scottsdale Community College, in Scottsdale, Arizona and operated as an extension of that institution. 

Feb. 1990
Dr. Warren Buxton a faculty member at PVCC donates his art collection to the school.  It is over 600 pieces of Western art from 1880 to the present including such artists as: de Grazia, August Lennox, Swazo, Bruce Winn and Harrison Begay. 

Apr. 24, 1990
MCCCD Governing Board votes to change the position of PVCC Provost to President.  

May 1990
PVCC graduates 62 students (54 AA, 4 AGS, 3 AAS and 1 CCL degrees). The degrees are received from Scottsdale Community College. 

May 7, 1990
1st Annual Art of the Family exhibit will include works from PVCC students, employees and their families.

June 21, 1990  Official accreditation date for PVCC.  NCA letter is on file in the President’s Office.

Sept. 15, 1990
PVCC sponsors a Community Forum to invite the community’s input on proposals that relate to the future of the college.  Following the public comment, the proposals will be submitted to the MCCC District Office for review.

Dec. 1990
Dr. John Cordova, President of PVCC is elected to the executive committee of the Council of North Central Community Junior Colleges. 

Spring 1991
Admissions & records offers telephone registration for the first time this spring.

May 10, 1991
At PVCC’s first official graduation, 115 PVCC students receive their Associates degrees.  Prior to PVCC’s NCA accreditation, PVCC students received their degrees from Scottsdale Community College. 

May 1991
PVCC’s 5 division chairs are:  Dr. James Rassi, Business/CIS Division; Dr. Linda Knocblock, Communications and Humanities Division; Dr. Ernie Lara, Counseling and Consultation Division Chair; Dr. Barry Wukasch, Fitness/Social & Behavioral Science Division Chair; Steve Platte, Science/Mathematics Division Chair; Lou Farmakis, Librarian.

Sept. 1991
Fall enrollment tops 6,000.  This is a 50% increase in enrollment since the campus opened in fall 1987 with 4,018 students.  Last Spring’s enrollment was 5,880 students.

Fall 1991
PVCC Library/Media is granted full status as an academic division and Lou Farmakis is elected as Division Chair.

June 23, 1992
Voters defeat the MCCCD $340 million bond for capital development.  PVCC would have received $20.1 million from the bond. 

Oct. 5, 1992
Dr. John Cordova and Dr. Raul Cardenas swap positions.  Dr. Raul Cardenas becomes the new president of Paradise Valley Community College.  He joined MCCCD in 1978 to oversee the construction of South Mountain Community College and to head the college as its first president. 

January 1993
PVCC receives $1.5 million in contingency funds to avoid an enrollment cap for the coming semester. 

Apr. 2, 1993
Greater Paradise Valley Chamber of Commerce opens an office on PVCC campus.  Named the Paradise Valley Business Development Center, the office provides planning, sales, marketing and trademark/copyright and other small business assistance. 

Apr. 24, 1993
PVCC hosts a Spring Fest open house for the community featuring campus tours, booths, and children’s games.

May 4, 1993
First issue of Puma Press Paradise Valley Community Colleges student newspaper.

August 1993
Northern Arizona University opens a Phoenix office on PVCC campus. The office serves as an admissions office for the Flagstaff campus and administers the operations of upper-division NAU classes at PVCC and other sites in the Phoenix area.

Fall 1993
PVCC begins an open-entry, open-exit computer program, which includes 16 classes and 578 students.  The courses include classes in: Internet, WordPerfect, and Excel.


Learning Connections Consortium, a network of PVCC, Paradise Valley Schools and ASU West and NAU-Phoenix is formed to coordinate educational interests across institutions. 
Spring 1994
PVCC offers TV production course taught by Fred Perry. The course includes staging, lighting, directing and videotaping.

April 1994
U.S. Dept. of Education awards PVCC $150,000 grant to develop a regional international studies center for business and international education.

Fall 1994
PVCC Business Division Chair offers an associate of applied science degree and a certificate in International Business. The new business certificate will be a partnership effort with Thunderbird, American Graduate School of International Management.

Nov. 8, 1994
Voters ok $386 million bond issue to upgrade the community colleges.  PVCC’s share of this is $28.1 million.  The funds will be used to expand the Learning Resource Complex, student services and faculty offices and classrooms.

1995
The Division of Fitness/Social & Behavioral Science changes its name to Division of Human Development.

Jan. 1995
PVCC publishes is 1st Fact Book containing in-depth statistical information about the college 1991-94. 

Feb. 1995
North Central Association Team gives PVCC a maximum accreditation recommendation of 10 years.

Spring 1995
PVCC offers 6 new classes in Hazardous Materials Technology to receive an associate of applied science degree.

Apr. 21-23,     1st Paradise Days brought the Paradise Valley community to PVCC for
1995
 food, carnival, entertainment, business showcase, health fair and hot air balloons.  The event brought 20,000 attendees and was a continuation of the annual Community Festival & Volunteer Fair. 

April  1995
9 PVCC faculty and one dean are awarded international study grants to: Hawaii, Mexico, Japan, China, India and Puerto Rico.

Summer 1995
Paradise Pumas Kids College begins offering classes as a summer camp.

Sept. 1995
Acting athletic director, Fred Stahl began the schools athletic program with PVCC’s first participant in Mesa Community College’s cross-country event Sept. 16th.  The program will offer men’s and women’s cross-country, tennis and golf.


The Learning Assistance Center has two new programs to assist students: the Personal Academic Trainer tutoring program and the AWARE Mentor Program. 

Oct. 1995
Trilateral Exchange Program ($102,199 grant) invites PVCC to join colleges in Canada and Mexico to facilitate the exchange of students among member colleges increasing our understanding of languages, culture and education with our North American neighbors.

Oct. 13, 1995
PVCC celebrates its 10th anniversary.  The campus began in 1985 as the Northeast Valley Education Center with 356 students.  Today PVCC is a 90-acre campus at 18401 N. 32nd St. with an enrollment of over 5,600 students. 

Nov. 1995
Honeywell Industrial Automation and Control partners with PVCC to offer ISO certification classes. 

Nov. 1995
PVCC President Raul Cardenas is invited to Argentina to help the country develop a new higher education system.  This is part of an International Development Bank project. 

June 1996
U.S. Education Dept. awards PVCC $150,000 to establish 13 new international studies courses and 30 interdisciplinary programs.

Sept. 1996
A $333,000 grant from Georgetown University is awarded to PVCC to train 17 students from Nicaragua in ESL, manufacturing, quality control & computer literacy.

Sept. 1996
PVCC begins an $11 million remodeling project to include a 35-room classroom building, and remodeling of the Student Center and expansion of the central plant with utility upgrades along with remodeling of computer services and H building science labs.  The project should be completed in 1998/99.


Partnering with community high schools and ASU West, PVCC offers a 6 year art program which begins with high school juniors, includes an Associate of Arts Degree and moves on to 2 years at ASU West.


A new Transfer Partnership Degree program with ASU beginning this fall will include classes in psychology, elementary education, social work and business.  The 2 plus 2 program will lead to bachelor’s degrees.

Feb. 1997
PVCC student team wins the first Ambassador’s cup in the Motorola sponsored OPI competition. The program is designed to improve student oral presentation skills in math and science.

Spring 1997
Students can register for classes via the Internet on the PVCC web page www.pvc.maricopa.edu.

April 1997
First annual PVCC Student Recognition Ceremony honors a number of our outstanding students.

Apr. 9, 1997
65 employers are represented at PVCC’s Career Fair.

August 1997
PVCC participates in ASU West’s new General Studies Center with lower-division courses that transfer to ASU West. 

Fall 1997
Admissions and Records enroll 6,000 students for the fall semester.

Sept. 18, 1997
Groundbreaking ceremony for PVCC’s M (multi-purpose) building which will allow them to double the size of the college. 

Nov. 15, 1997
PVCC Pumas Women’s Cross Country Team finish no.1 at the National Junior College Athletic Association championship at South Plains College in Levelland, Texas.

Spring 1998
Choices @ PVC is the new name for PVCC’s Distance Learning program.  The format of the classes to be offered is: open entry/open exit, guided independent learning, web-based online and instructional television classes. 

Summer 1998
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency selects PVCC to pilot its Energy Efficiency Training Programs that will assist small and medium-sized business. 

Fall 1998
PVCC becomes a Microsoft Authorized Academic Training Program Institute offering courses in computer systems, maintenance, and networking.


PVCC record enrollment 6,425 and FTSE is also a record 2,692 up 8.48% from last fall.

Fall 1998
Paul Dale is named Dean of Students. 


PVCC’s non-credit Continuing Education program is in its 5th year and adds 85 new classes for 1998-99.

Oct. 1998
PVCC receives a merit award from the Arizona Chapter of the American Institute of Architects for the glass panel wall in the redesigned Student Center. 

Feb. 1999
PVCC begins the New Horizons International Film Festival on campus. 

Feb. 1999
PVCC hosts its first College Goal Sunday.  The Office of Student Financial Assistance (OSFA) sponsors this event for college bound students and their families.  The workshops help them complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid. 

Spring 1999
PVCC offers a new Asian Complementary Health Care Studies program including: human anatomy and physiology, first aid/CPR, and introduction to alternative medicine, meditation and wellness. 


The new M Building enables PVCC to offer 45 new courses this semester.

Apr. 22, 1999
Open House for PVCC new and remodeled facilities including: M Building with faculty offices, theatre and art studio and the award winning remodeled Student Services Center, Microcomputer Commons and Learning Support Center.

May 1999
PVCC graduates 199 students. 

Summer 1999
summer enrollment at 1,842 students up 20% over last year with 150 students in the Paradise Pumas Kids College.

June 1999
Gina Kranitz is appointed interim President of PVCC while Raul Cardenas takes over the duties of chancellor of the MCCCD for one year.

Fall 1999
Pumas Men’s Soccer team begins.  Woman’s Team to begin in fall 2000. 


PVCC adds 38 new staff members for a total of 176 full time staff compared to the 35 to 40 they had when the campus opened in 1987. 


The Collegial Support Partnership Program is formed on PVCC campus to promote faculty supporting new faculty familiarizing them with the many services and aspects of college life. 


New Internet-based Spanish-English business program begins at PVCC.


PVCC administers its first Noel-Levitz Student Satisfaction Survey to provide feedback on college operations.  The survey is done every two years and provides pertinent data for our Institutional Effectiveness Study.

Dec. 1999
PVCC begins construction of a new track and field/soccer facility to be completed in March 2000.

March  2000
The Wellness Fest is organized by Student Life as a month long focus on wellness with events such as a Tai Chi seminar, mammography screenings, yoga seminar and a basketball tournament at PVCC outdoor court area.


PVCC offers online tutoring in 9 subject areas.  The service provides email and online discussion boards.

Spring 2000
New certificate program in Teaching Healing Meditation and Stress Management is offered at PVCC.

June 13, 2000
MCCD will receive $3.7 million in additional revenue to meet the demands of their projected 10% enrollment growth.  The funds came from a 2% property tax increase and a $1 per credit tuition increase.  PVCC will receive $1.65 million to fund the new performing arts center and pay for additional faculty and new course offerings. 

July 1, 2000
Dr. Raul Cardenas is appointed MCCCD Vice Chancellor for External Affairs.  Dr. Kranitz will continue as PVCC interim President and she will be a candidate in the national search for the new PVCC President.

Sept. 2000
PVCC enrollment is 7,170 students, a 7% increase over fall of last year.

Fall 2000
The new PVCC program Afternoon College offers high school students a jump start on college.  The high school students can choose from 13 entry level classes completing 12-18 credit hours to enter any Arizona state university as a second semester freshman.

Nov. 29, 2000
A 7-foot wooden Peace pole is erected on PVCC campus.  It carries the message “May Peace Prevail on Earth” written in eight languages.  Today there are 200,000 peace poles in 180 countries as part of a worldwide effort to get people to pray and work for peace.

Dec. 2000
PVCC opens a new E-Business Development Center in the Microcomputer Commons.  The Center offers free seminars and workshops to local businesses, students, and community members wanting to learn about doing business via the Internet.


PVCC’s new online budgeting system passes its first test by successfully compiling funding requests for new projects and personnel for the 2001-02 academic year. 


PVCC hosts its first juried Student Art Exhibit in the Student Services Center. 

Feb. 2001
The architect firm of van Dijk Westlake Reed Leskosky is hired to design the PVCC Performing Arts Center.

May 1, 2001  
Dr. Gina Kranitz is appointed PVCC President.

Summer 2001
Puma Kids College enrollment is up 58%.  700 students enrolled in 50 different classes including Backstage Magic and Puppetry, Science Safari and Future News Reporters and TV Anchors.

Fall 2001
Arizona Agriculture and Equine Center (AAEC) a charter high school partners with PVCC to offer classes on our campus.  The students will graduate with a high school diploma and an AA degree.

Nov. 2001  
PVCC Learning Support Center (www.pvc.maricopa.edu/~lsche/) receives the 2001-02 Golden Web Award from the International Association of Web Masters and Designers in recognition for its creativity, integrity and excellence on the Web.


PVCC receives the Community Leadership Award from the North Phoenix Chamber of Commerce for its continued service to the Chamber and the community (1985-2001).


Smith Group consulting firm has been selected to help PVCC with the update of their Master Plan.

Feb-May 
32nd Street Arts Festival, a series of fine & performing arts events is
2002
 organized by PVCC.  The program includes: creative writing, dance, music, art exhibits, theater and cinema. 

Apr. 2, 2002
PVCC received the Paul M. Pair Innovation of the Year award for Maricopa Community Colleges.  It was awarded for PVCC’s First Year Experience Program.  A team of PVCC faculty and staff worked to help new students transition successfully to the college environment.  PVCC found that new students had a higher retention rate than similar students not enrolled in this program. 

April 2002
PVCC develops a website to monitor progress on the Facilities Master Plan www.pvc.maricopa.edu/facilitiesplan/index.html  

June 11, 2002
Dr. L. Jane Saldana is appointed the new Administrative Dean of PVCC. 

Fall 2002
PVCC Dance Company is formed under the leadership of Sonia Valle.

October 2002
PVCC is certified by the Arizona State Board of Nursing to offer a Nursing Assistant Program which began this fall in conjunction with Paradise Valley Hospital.

Spring 2003
An overview of PVCC enrollment indicates that annual enrollment grew 74.2% from 1987-94 and 66.7% from 1994-2002. 

Feb. 1, 2003
First Lady Pumas PVCC women’s softball team wins its first game against Scottsdale Community College.

Feb. 2003
PVCC Alumni Association initiates a mentor program.  Alumni volunteer to mentor current PVCC students, hire students in their business and act as a role model.


Paradise Valley Community College gets a new puma mascot Paws.

May 1, 2003
John C. Lincoln Healthcare System agrees to partnership with PVCC for an associate degree in nursing.  The Arizona Board of Nursing approved the addition of PVCC/John C. Lincoln Health Network site to the MCCD Nursing program September 19th.  The first class of 30 students will begin in January 2004.

May 14, 2003
PVCC began its Administrative Organizational Realignment in spring 2002 with the selection of a Dean of Administrative Services.  The realignment was finalized spring 2003.  Two organizational charts, one by department, and one by cluster, which reflect the realignment, were generated.  The new administrative structure is designed to maximize student learning.  History about the realignment may be found at:   http://www.pvc.maricopa.edu/eol/orgrealign/.
Summer 2003
The PVCC Child Development Center achieved national accreditation from the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC).

Fall 2003
PVCC academic restructuring was approved by the Faculty Senate on 12/5/02 and subsequently approved by the full faculty vote to be implemented in the fall.  The academic restructuring resulted in the following 10 Academic Divisions: Library, Counseling/Personal Development, English, Communications and Humanities, Fine & Performing Arts, Mathematics, Science, Health & Wellness, Business & Information Technology and Social & Behavioral Science. 


PVCC begins the 2 year process of Self Study 2005 that will hopefully culminate in the Higher Learning Commissions 10 year accreditation award. The progress of the Self Study team can be monitored in PVCC’s Blackboard’s website http://www.pvc.maricopa.edu/~self-study/bb.html and also on http://www.pvc.maricopa.edu/~selfstudy/ 

Fall 2003
Planning continues on the $6.4 million PVCC Performing Arts Center PAC which will open in January 2005.  The new facility will include a 292 seat theatre, an orchestra room and several music practice rooms.  

Sept. 19, 2003
The President’s Leadership Council (PLC) held its first meeting of the semester. PLC has replaced the President’s Cabinet and plays a key role in communicating current College issues to respective constituent groups. The PLC includes faculty, division chairs, faculty senate and all policy groups. 

Oct. 2, 2003
Gina Kranitz, PVCC President passed away following a long illness.

Nov. 25, 2003
Paul Dale, Dean of Learning Support Services is appointed PVCC Interim President until June 30, 2004. 

Jan. 2004
A Candle Lighting Ceremony launches the partnership between PVCC and John C. Lincoln Health Network for a division of nursing program on our campus.  The off campus site at John C. Lincoln Cowden Center has converted 7000 sq ft to 2 classrooms, a 6 station nursing lab, faculty offices, a conference room, and a student computer classroom.  In addition to nursing, chemistry faculty Hank Mancini has established other partnerships in the health field between PVCC and Midwestern University's School of Pharmacy and the Universidad Autonoma de Guadalajara Medical School.

Jan. 2004
Continuing Education hosts the first annual Senior Spectacular, an open house for area residents and students to visit with noncredit instructors, view class demonstrations and register for noncredit Continuing Education and Fitness Center classes.

Spring 2004
PVCC North offers 14 non-credit classes to the communities in the Cave Creek area.  Judi Anderson is named as the “point person” for facilitating activities and strategic planning. 


The College no longer mails student grade reports.  Students access their grades online. 

Spring 2004
MCCCD has its first Annual Transfer Awareness Week giving students and staff opportunities to learn about our partner programs for undergraduates, graduates and scholarships offered through Maricopa’s transfer partnerships including: ASU, NAU, U of A and others.
Mar. 12, 2004
Groundbreaking ceremony for the PVCC Performing Arts Center featured a musical fanfare by Christopher Scinto and a poem by poet-in-residence Lois Roma-Deeley.
Apr. 13, 2004 
 PVCC's Center for Workforce Development arranged with Carl T. Hayden VA Medical Center their first in-house nurse assisting program.  The first graduating class of Nurse Assistants received their course completion certificates in a ceremony at the VA Medical Center.

June 2004     
The Division of Continuing Education expanded the nine-year-old Paradise Pumas Kids College to include a gifted learners program called CAAP--Center for Advanced Academic Programs.

June 5-6, 2004
Over 130 participants attended PVCC’s first Digital Days seminar. Sponsored by Sony, Popular Photography and several other companies, they demonstrated digital photography techniques.   

June 22, 2004
The Governing Board approved the appointment of Dr. Mary Kathryn Kickels as President of Paradise Valley Community College.  She is currently the Vice President of Academic Affairs at Moraine Valley Community College in Palos Hills, Illinois.
Fall 2004
PVCC Library offers facilities for the blind. The Sun Sounds of Arizona radio service for the blind has been installed in the library.  Their wide range of programming includes the reading of the Arizona Republic, Prescott Courier, USA Today and several other publications. The library also has a Kurtzweil Machine which will read any book to the listener through headphones from a special scanner. 
Sept.1, 2004
Dr. Kickels begins her duties as PVCC President.  

Sept. 15, 2004
Marianne Botos facilitates the first meeting of the PVCC Book Club with a discussion of The DaVinci Code.  The Book Club is free and open to the public.

Oct.13, 2004
Dedication of the Cindy Shoenhair Soccer field.  Cindy was a PVCC Fitness and Health faculty member and Athletic Director who passed away from cancer in October 2001.  Cindy received Employee of the Year and Innovator of the Year awards in 2001 for her work with the First Year Experience program.
Oct.19, 2004
The PVCC Student Center is dedicated and renamed the Gina Kranitz Student Center. Dr. Kranitz has a 34 year career with MCCCD.  She was appointed president of PVCC in 2001.  The Student Center is a fitting tribute to Gina since she was close to the students and knowledgeable about them on a personal level. 
Nov. 2, 2004
A Community College Bond is on this ballot that includes a $10 million fund for the construction of the PVCC North campus on a 70 acre property near Carefree Highway and 60th Street.  The property was purchased in 1996 for $2.4 million. Actual development of the site is not expected to begin until 2009.  

Nov. 6, 2004
PVCC men’s and women’s cross-country teams won the National Junior College Athletic Association Division I titles in El Paso, Texas.   This was the 4th straight title win for the women’s team but the first National title for the men.

Nov. 18-21, 
PVCC hosts the NJCAA Women’s Division I Soccer Tournament.  The 8 
2004
best teams in the nation gather at Mofford Sports Complex in Phoenix for the event. 

2005
PVCC's women's cross county and soccer teams have been named to the 2004-2005 NJCAA Fall Academic Teams of the Year. This honor is a great recognition to go along with the women's cross county National Championship and the women's soccer team's appearance at the regional playoff level.

The Phi Beta Lambda (PBL) educational association for students in business related careers has formed a chapter at PVCC.  At the Arizona State Leadership Conference 5 PVCC students received first place awards. 

Spring 2005
Credit and non-credit courses are offered in the Carefree/Cave Creek area in the Cave Creek Unified School District rented facilities. 

Mar. 2, 2005
The Higher Learning Commission of the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools reviews PVCC’s Self Study and awards us a 10 year accreditation.  The 2005 Self Study report which assessed PVCC as a learning center took faculty two years to develop.


Mar. 22, 2005
MCCCD Governing Board voted to raise tuition by $5 per credit hour for the 2005-06 school year. This is the ninth tuition raise in as many years. 
April 2005
PVCC hosts its first Relay for Life marathon, an all-night event celebrating cancer survivors and those currently undergoing treatment. The mini marathon raised $6,000 for local cancer victims.


Apr. 21, 2005
First annual PVCC Scholarship Recognition and Reception to thank community members who have donated scholarships to our students. 

Apr. 26, 2005
The Governing Board approved PVCC’s Partnership Agreement for a New Aquatic Center.  The partnership will be with the Arizona Olympic Sports Foundation, a not-for-profit corporation for the construction of the aquatic center with will include a 50 meter four lane heated lap pool and a 30 sq. ft. heated therapy pool.  The facility should generate 88-128 additional FTSE per year. 
Fall 2005
The Student Life Center launches the college’s first blog (web journal) and pod cast (downloadable radio for Ipods, MMP3 players or PDAs).  These services will keep the PVCC students better informed.

Fall 2005
PVCC hosts the first Annual Puma Golf Classic at Rancho Manana Golf Course in Cave Creek.  Proceeds from the tournament will be used to provide scholarships and books to eligible PVCC student–athletes. More than $10,000 was raised.

Fall 2005
PVCC, Ken Lesinski, Editor-in-Chief of Puma Press and his staff host the first annual Journalism Day.  The event offers journalism students and college newspaper staff from across the District an opportunity to meet with media professionals to discuss relevant issues.

Sept. 2005
The Governing Board approves a new 4,500 sq. ft. multi-purpose modular building for PVCC.  It will be located near E Building and will provide classrooms for our allied health programs.
Oct. 13, 2005
The PVCC Center for the Performing Arts (PAC) opens with PVCC Theater department chair, Alan Tongret’s play,  World Aflame. Opening season will also feature art exhibits in the lobby, a musical, visiting artists, dance performances and poetry readings. 
2006
PVCC and CGCC conducted the accreditation process for their Dietetic Technician Programs. CADE (Commission on Accreditation for Dietetics Education) did a site visit and will follow with a written report and final decision. 

2006
PVCC Service Learning is awarded a $50,000 one year grant for Project Ayuda. AmeriCorp’s Project Ayuda, which means “help” in Spanish, provides service opportunities for college students and community members to strengthen the communities of Phoenix and Tucson.

January 2006
PVCC in partnership with Scottsdale Community College and Scottsdale Healthcare has a grant to add 80 students to our 18-month, fast-track nursing program. 
January 2006
PVCC PEAK Leadership Institute is introduced as a comprehensive leadership development program to foster leadership potential in students through experiential education and service.  
Spring 2006
PVCC hosts its first College Showcase in the KSC Union.  The event showcases our college to the President’s Circle, legislators, architects, District personnel, MCCD Foundation and community VIP’s. 

May 12, 2006
PVCC Graduation returns to the campus in the newly paved area on the south side of the Center for Performing Arts. 1998 to 2005 PVCC graduations were held at Paradise Valley North or North Canyon High Schools. 

June 5, 2006
Dave Harbster and the Science Opportunities Committee host the first Summer Science Institute at PVCC.  The Institute helps K-8 teachers to more effectively teach the AIMS Science Test requirements. 

Aug. 10, 2006 PVCC has their first college Open House. Staff and faculty welcomed more than 100 guest offering guidance, tours, refreshments, and door prizes.


Fall 2006
PVCC and the Paradise Valley Unified School District collaborate for a “First College” initiative.  The program allows college-bound high school juniors and seniors to jump-start their education goals by taking general education courses at PVCC concurrently with their high school enrollment.
Fall 2006
Under the direction of Jim Rubin and Jennifer Strickland, iGoal, a web-based goal setting and monitoring tool, has been successfully launched as a pilot program. Currently over 600 student iGoal accounts have been established. Research shows that academic and career goal setting is one of the foundations of student persistence and success.
Fall 2006
$55.8 million bond in 2004 has made possible multiple construction projects at PVCC. The $736,000 modular building under construction in front of the Fitness Center will make room for the fire science and nursing programs and will be completed in summer 2007.  $2 million road and parking lot will allow vehicles to circle the campus.  $11.7 million life science building and $15.2 million general education building are planned for a December 2007 ground breaking.

Sept. 2006
MCCD signed an agreement with Iowa University enabling PVCC students to earn a bachelor’s degree from IU without leaving Arizona. The 90/30 or 3+1 program enables students to earn an associate degree at the community college, and then get a bachelor’s degree in general studies from IU using the internet.
Sept. 11, 2006
Phoenix Bach Choir and PVCC faculty members Christopher Scinto and Lois Roma-Deeley perform to a sold-out 9/11 concert to commemorate the fifth anniversary of 9/11 at the PVCC Center for the Performing Arts.
Sept. 18, 2006
Wi-Fi wireless Internet is available on the PVCC Campus.  Anyone with the Wi-Fi device on a computer, telephone of PDA can connect to the Internet within the proximity of an access point or “hotspot”.  It is available in the KSC, E and A buildings.

October 2006
Maricopa Community College District introduces a new student tuition payment plan. E-Cashier offers students the option to pay their tuition in installments over the course of the semester for a nonrefundable $20 service fee.
Oct. 17, 2006
President Mary Kay Kickels schedules her first “coffee conversations with the President.”  These are informal conversations with PVCC students and staff at various places on campus. 

Oct. 26, 2006
PVCC celebrated its first Week of Service with a Community Connections Fair that featured 20 local nonprofit organizations.

Nov. 17, 2006 First PVCC Graduation ceremony for 24 paramedics.  They have completed their programs under the guidance of Capt. Dan Donahue.
Jan. 9, 2007
PVCC’s Center for Business and Workforce Development began its first classes offered at PING Manufacturing.  There are 3 sections of English as a Second Language and 3 sections of Phonics for the PING employees. 

Jan. 12, 2007
Ribbon Cutting and Open House for the new L Modular Building.  The building will provide classrooms for the Allied Health programs (fire science, paramedic, and nursing classes). 

Feb. 23, 2007
PVCC hosted High School Senior Night for 67 seniors and their families met in the Studio Theater where representatives from Advising, Honors Program, Counseling, Teacher Connections, Distance Learning and others provided information about PVCC.

Mar. 12-16, 
PVCC honor students from the service learning class SLICE are participating in 

2007
an alternative spring break.  They are traveling to New Orleans to volunteer with programs helping the people who were affected by Hurricane Katrina.  SLICE stands for “Serve, Learn, Inspire, Change and Educate.”  The class plans to make alternative spring break an annual event traveling to different cities and participating in volunteer programs.

Mar. 21, 2007
PVCC’s Golden Gavel’s Committee, a body of former Faculty Senate presidents, met with college administration to present proposed changes in strategic planning, budgeting and professional courtesy with the hope of restoring the college to a position of shared governance. 

Mar. 27, 2007
Maricopa County Community College Governing Board approved the purchase of the George C. Campbell County Library on 32nd Street as an expansion of PVCC’s Campus.  The County Library is 65,929 sq. ft and adds 7.8 additional acres of land and parking to our campus.  The purchase price is $4 million in addition to closing costs.  PVCC has designated the County Library as Q Building and begins receiving operational funds when they take ownership of the Building.  It will be at least 2 years before Q Building becomes a functioning part of the PVCC campus.
Spring 2007
New students taking 6 or more credit hours at PVCC will be required to complete placement tests, attend orientation, meet with advisers, signup for iGoal and complete a 1 credit orientation course.  The new iStartSmart program will make PVCC a more successful experience for new students. 
Spring 2007
For the first time, PVCC is hosting a Fulbright Scholar in Residence.  Dr. Zahra Tamouth, associate professor of history at the University of Mohamed V in Rabat, Morocco, is co-teaching a world history course, guest lecturing and assisting in the creation of a new certificate program in Islamic Studies. 
Spring 2007
PVCC students enter the Avnet Tech Games hosted by the University of Advancing Technology.  This annual multidisciplinary technology competition is open to all colleges, institutes and universities in Arizona. The PVCC team won in close competition from Estrella Mountain Community College.
Apr 20, 2007
PVCC office of Administrative Services and the Student Leadership Council recruited students to participate in the Educause Learning Spaces Survey; results of which will impact future planning of capital development projects. Educause, a non-profit organization believes that effective design of learning spaces can enhance learning. 

Apr 22-28
PVCC and the National Association of the Education of Young Children celebrate the Week of the Young Child with exhibits of children’s work and their teachers’ insights in the Student Union. 
July 2007
PVCC finalizes the purchase of the George L. Campbell Library, now called Q building.  Remodeling should be completed in late 2009 at an estimated cost of $12 million.

Aug 20, 2007
MCCCD Facilities, Planning and Development (FP&D) authorized the development of the design phase for the PVCC new Life Sciences Building project. The project architect is Marlene Imirzian & Associates. 

Aug. 27-31,
PVCC’s first Involvement Fair gives students a chance to check out the many clubs and organizations at PVCC. The club booths are featured in the Kranitz Student Center.

Fall 2007
A scale model of the solar system is scheduled for completion in August.  It will span a quarter mile of PVCC campus near the Performing Arts Center.  The SMSS (Scale Model Solar System) is being manufactured by Akra, Inc. of Phoenix. The model consists of 14 stations at a cost of $500/station.
Fall 2007
Social and Behavioral Sciences Division is divided into: the Behavioral Sciences Division (which includes: administration of justice studies, psychology, sociology and social work) and the Social Sciences Division (which includes: anthropology, early childhood education, education, geography, history and political science).

Sept 25, 2007
MCCCD Governing Board approved a development agreement for PV-North (Cave Creek) and the Desert Foothills YMCA and Community Center. PVCC North will have six classrooms, an administration office area, and a common area.  Groundbreaking for this project is planned for spring 2008.
October 2007
The new Student Information System (SIS) is launched District-wide.
January 2008
Governing Board approved the construction of a PVCC baseball field and connecting walkways to Q Building (the former County Library).  Paul R. Peterson Construction was awarded the $1,195,700 contract. PVCC Fund 2 Athletics will finance the baseball field and 2004 G.O. Bond funds with fund the walkways.  The PVCC Pumas intercollegiate baseball team will begin play in spring 2009 competing within the Arizona Community College Athletic Conference (ACCAC) and the National Junior College Athletic Association (NJCAA).
Feb. 18, 2008
The Q Building Pathway and the PVCC Baseball Field Project are scheduled to begin. 

Spring 2008
PVCC will begin intercollegiate baseball.  The program will draw 50-60 full time students.
Spring 2008
The campus wireless wifi network expands to include the entire PVCC campus.

Spring 2008
PVCC sees its first AJS degree graduates. The Administration of Justice associates degree was added to the curriculum in February 2007.  This degree answers Arizona’s need for police officers and other criminal justice workers.
March 2008
PVCC is one of 4 MCCCD campuses to be chosen for the Ignite Program. It is a student guided program of tobacco education and prevention. The goal is to make PVCC a smoke free college. 
Mar. 24-27
PVCC International Students Club sponsor the first International Cultural 

2008

Experience Week featuring presentations, lectures, international films and a 


variety of food and antique booths. 
Mar. 28, 2008
PVCC’s first annual dumpster dive. Emerging Leaders, OIKOS Environmental 


Club, & Phi Theta Kappa team together to bring awareness and action to the 


amount of recyclables our campus produces each day hoping to generate a 



campus wide recycling program. All trash collected across campus for an entire 


day will be dropped on a tarp in the open space between the library and the KSC 


building to be sorted for recyclable items.
April 17, 2008
PVCC has a groundbreaking ceremony for the new baseball field which is held at 


our current softball field. Construction on the new field is scheduled to be 



completed by late July, with our first intercollegiate baseball season starting 


January 2009.
Summer 2008 The PVCC Children’s Center will be closed for the first time due to the budget constraints of MCCCD declining enrollment and the effect of Proposition 300 on the PVCC students.  Puma Press March 2008 is dedicated to a discussion of the PVCC Children’s Center.
Fall 2008
Express College is available at PVCC.  Express College means that students can complete a 16 week course in a 7-week block.  Classes meet for 3.5 hours and the course content is the same as the 16 week course.

Fall 2008
PVCC Learning Connections is working with Paradise Valley Unified School District to begin an Early College Program.  “College-ready” high school juniors will be able to take their high school courses in the morning and then attend PVCC in the afternoon. When they graduate from high school they will have their high school diploma and a 35 hour Arizona General Education Curriculum (AGEC) certificate. These students will automatically be admitted to any of our state universities with 35 transfer credits.
	Oct. 6, 2008 
	Interim President Paul Dale has issued an “Open Door” invitation to drop by his office for informal discussions and conversations. No appointment is necessary. Monday “Open Door” days are Oct. 6 from 9:30-11 a.m., Oct. 20 from 2 to 3:30 p.m., etc. 

	Oct. 14, 2008 
	PVCC Children's Center celebrates its 2008 to 2013 accreditation by the National Academy of Early Childhood Programs. The Children's Center program enrolls 3- to 5-year-olds and is licensed by the Arizona Department of Health Services. 

	Oct. 15, 2008 
	An unveiling ceremony for a Kranitz Plaque as a remembrance of Dr. Gina Kranitz, our former PVCC President, was designed by artist and faculty member David Bradley. 

	Oct. 16, 2008 
	Ribbon-cutting ceremony for the Q Building Pathway is held at the Pathway Circle from 1-2 p.m. 

	Nov. 19, 2008 
	Groundbreaking ceremony at Paradise Valley's Black Mountain campus. All three partners--PVCC, the YMCA and Foothills Community Foundation--were there for the festivities. College classrooms at Black Mountain will open August 2009. 

	Dec. 2008 
	PVCC subscribes to the RAVE Wireless emergency notification system. In the event of an emergency PVCC RAVE will send an email or text message to all PVCC students and employees. 

	Jan. 30, 2009 
	Interim President Paul Dale threw the first ball at the debut ceremony at PVCC's new baseball field. The first game was against the Rough Riders from Luna Community College, Las Vegas, N.M. 

	Feb. 2009 
	The PVCC Early Childhood Education Associate degree program has been accepted into self-study for accreditation by the National Association for the Education of Young Children. 

	Feb.-Mar. 2009 
	1st annual Wealth to Poverty PVCC Food Drive to benefit the Desert Mission & Paradise Valley Food Bank. 

	Mar. 2009 
	Puma Press expands its media platforms to include editors' blogs and broadcast reports with help from the East Valley Tribune and Tim Vetscher of ABC 15 News: http://www.pumapressblog.com/ 

	
	Puma Press transitions to a student-driven website. The new link is: http://www.pvc.maricopa.edu/puma/puma-new/pumapressindex.html 

	
	Maricopa Center for Learning and Instruction introduces its 1st Annual Maricopa Community College District Theatre Competition: http://mcli.maricopa.edu/arts/theatre 

	Spring 2009 
	PVCC develops the Early Alert program for at-risk students who have high absenteeism, test anxiety and behavior, or emotional issues. The program intervenes in a timely manner to discuss the student's problems. 

	May 11, 2009 
	PVCC hosts its first PVCC student film festival featuring the final projects for their Digital Filmmaking Program in the Center for the Performing Arts. 

	Aug. 10, 2009
	PVCC Black Mountain Campus, also known as PVCC North, opens for classes. The $14.8 million campus near 60th Street and Carefree Highway caters to Cave Creek, Carefree, north Scottsdale, and Phoenix residents. Administration expects about 1,000 students to enroll this year with 48 daytime and evening courses. Summit Builders engineering firm says the projects' two buildings are 46,000 square feet of classrooms and meeting space, plus a fitness area, outdoor pool, recording studio, and cafe.

	Aug. 20, 2009
	Ribbon cutting and dedication ceremony for the new PVCC Life Sciences Building. The program began at 9 a.m. and included an open house and guided tours. The 35,403 sq. foot building designed by Marlene Imirzian & Associates provides state-of-the-art learning spaces.

	Fall 2009
	The Performing Arts Center CPA now has Facebook and Facebook/Twitter pages for publicizing their events.

	Fall 2009
	iChat links the Black Mountain campus to the PVCC Library. With iChat, Black Mountain students have face-to-face access to the PVCC Union Hills campus library for reference and instructional services. Students use any of the Macintosh computers at Black Mountain to talk to a PVCC main campus librarian in real time and screen share access to online resources to assist the students in their reference/instructional needs.

	Fall 2009
	PVCC Athletic Department has launched the first phase of its new Paradise Athletics Web System (PAWS); an online learning and academic support system for student athletes. The new system will help our 300 faculty members simplify their progress reports and improve the academic performance of our student athletes.

	Fall 2009
	The PVCC adjunct faculty complete the EDGE Professional Development Program, a six-week program that focuses on creating a learning-centered classroom for deeper learning and greater student retention.

	Oct. 17, 2009
	Black Mountain campus celebrates its grand opening with their partner organizations, the Holland-FCF Community Center and the Desert Foothills Family YMCA. There will be a ribbon-cutting ceremony, an open house and festivities for over 1,000 guests.

	Dec. 2, 2009
	Portraits of PVCC's four past presidents were unveiled Dec. 2 in KSC 208, joining1990 to 2003 additions to the Founders' Room historical collection. Prior to the unveiling celebration, nearly 50 people enjoyed the First Annual PVCC Retirees Luncheon, also attended by the former presidents, their families, and current administrators and faculty.

	Mar. 23, 2010
	Dr. Paul A. Dale was appointed president of Paradise Valley Community College. He served in the capacity of interim president during two previous time periods--from August 2008 to March 2010, and from August 2003 through September 2004. Dr. Dale has been an administrator at PVCC since 1997. As Vice President, he provided leadership for student development.

	May 8, 2010
	First Hybrid Paramedic training program at PVCC celebrates its award ceremony.

	Nov. 1-8, 2010
	PVCC Library holds it first public book sale including books, video games and music CDs for all ages. All proceeds go to the purchase of new titles and materials for the college library

	Nov. 10, 2010
	Roy’s at Desert Ridge is the location of PVCC and the Foundation for Public Education’s celebration of their first Annual Community Awards and Donor Recognition Reception. 

	Nov. 23, 2010
	PVCC'S Pumas capped their perfect season with a 1-0 win over previously undefeated and #1 ranked Tyler Junior College in the national championship game yesterday in Topeka, Kansas. The shutout win was PV's 24th on the season and capped a remarkable undefeated run through the 2010 season.

	Jan. 13, 2011
	Ribbon cutting ceremony and tour of the PVCC Q Building classroom complex.
The 65,929-square-foot building is now home to 26 classrooms for PVCC’s Math and Continuing Education divisions and the Center for Teaching and Learning. The building also includes faculty offices, conference and meeting rooms and the new Q Café. In addition, Q Building serves as a Community Math Center and shares space with the Arizona Agribusiness and Equine Center Charter School.

	Feb. 11, 2011
	PVCC Library is formally named the Jo and Warren Buxton Library and the Friends of the Buxton Library or “Buxton Buddies” is established at a wine and cheese dedication party. The couple began collecting art in 1948 and has since donated over 900 Indian art pieces, paintings and artifacts to the college. Warren Buxton taught Computer Information Systems in the Maricopa Community College District for 39 years. 

	Oct. 3-8, 2011
	PVCC celebrated its first Homecoming Week with variety of socials and sporting events. They kicked off the week with a campus wide office & door decorating contest, a Puma spirit rally and a blue & white ice cream social. The men and women’s soccer teams both won their matches against the South Mountain Cougars. Between the games was a BBQ and tailgate party. 

	Oct. 24, 2011
	Jordan Davidson, a PVCC student, is awarded the ACCAC National Women’s Soccer Player of the Year award finishing the 2011 season with 17 goals and 7 assists while managing to keep a 3.1 grade point average. 

	Nov. 12, 2011
	Paradise Valley Community College men’s cross country team won the National Junior College Athletic Association Division I championship in Hobbs, New Mexico. 

	Dec. 7, 2011
	Groundbreaking ceremony for the PVCC Health Sciences Building which will be located just north of L Building. The Health Sciences Building will be designed by Dick and Frische Design Group for the training of students in nursing, EMT and paramedic programs.


